
1

Cedar River Anadromous Fish Committee

Summary Minutes
March 27, 2003

Meeting Time 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Meeting Location:

Metering Building, Second Floor Conference Room
SPU Operations Control Center

2700 Airport Way South
Seattle, WA

Members and Alternates Present: Bruce Bachen (SPU), Bill Robinson (Trout
Unlimited), Frank Urabeck (NW Marine Trade Association), Steve Foley (WDFW), Sam
Wright (WA Trout), Dennis Moore (Muckleshoot Tribe), Tom Sibley (NMFS), Chuck
Wischman (Puget Sound Anglers)

Other Participants: Chuck Johnson (WDFW), Brodie Antipa (WDFW), Joan Thomas
(WDFW), Tom Quinn (UW), Dave Seiler (WDFW), Frank Goetz (ACOE), Keith Kurko
(SPU), and Paul Faulds (SPU)

I) Call to order
Bruce called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM.

II) Approval of agenda
Members unanimously approved the agenda.

III) Meeting minutes review and approval from December 12th
Members unanimously approved the meeting minutes from February 20, 2003.

Bruce noted that Bill Robinson was leaving the AFC and asked Bill to update members.
Bill replied he was stepping down after eight years as a paid staff member of Trout
Unlimited.  He planned to stay involved with the AFC as a member of the public and
thanked the AFC and SPU for the allowing him to serve as a member.  Bruce thanked Bill
for his participation and encouraged him to attend future meetings to stay connected with
the AFC.

IV) Interim mitigation program for coho, chinook and steelhead
Party decision on recolonization proposal objective 1 (underwater digital camera on
fish counter) and objective 4 (juvenile trap on the fish screen bypass pipe)
Bruce informed members the Parties to the LMA approved objective 1 and 4 under the
recolonization proposal Investigations and Monitoring of Recolonization by Pacific
Salmon of the Cedar River Upstream of the Landsburg Diversion Dam.

Discuss recolonization proposal objective 2 (tracking adult coho with telemetry
equipment) with Tom Quinn
Bruce informed members the Parties to the LMA felt continued discussion was warranted
before making a decision regarding objective 2 (tracking adult coho with telemetry
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equipment) of the recolonization proposal.  Bob Everitt (WDFW) indicated that concerns
raised by Steve Foley needed to be addressed. Bruce noted that Tom Quinn was present
at the meeting to participate in the discussion and answer member’s questions.

Frank motioned to advise the Parties to the LMA that the AFC addressed the concerns
that the WDFW raised concerning tracking coho above the Landsburg Dam with
telemetry equipment and recommended funding the revised proposal for $32,170.  Sam
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.

V) Cedar River sockeye hatchery program
Design and programmatic approval for the new hatchery
Bruce provided members with a program and design briefing for the Cedar River
Hatchery. He noted that earlier in the week the WDFW was briefed on the program
documents and the Muckleshoot Tribe had been invited to that earlier briefing. Bruce
provided the AFC with an overview of program documents and asked for input from
members to guide the development of the final documents.  Bruce used a PowerPoint
presentation to brief members on the hatchery project schedule and the key elements of
the hatchery program documents: operating protocols, capacity analysis, adaptive
management, and design.

Discuss spring water supply and protection from IHNV Chuck Johnson informed
members that during the summer (2003) the WDFW needs to secure the hatchery water
supply from springs 1, 5, and 6 to lessen the risk of exposing the hatchery to IHN next
year.

Discuss and decide what to do with unallocated zooplankton funds from 2003
Bruce informed members that a decision has not yet been made as to the unallocated
zooplankton funds from 2003.  The funds could be used for presmolt surveys however he
asked members for input or ideas.

Party decision on adult sockeye entry timing and distribution proposal
Bruce noted the Parties to the LMA approved funding for Tom Quinn’s project to study
adult sockeye entry timing and distribution.

VI) Public comment (scheduled for 11:30)
No one from the general public attended the meeting.

VII) Interim mitigation program for coho, chinook and steelhead (cont.)
Proposal for the installation of PIT tag readers in the fish ladder at the Hiram
Chittenden Locks (Dave Seiler)
Bruce informed members that Dave Seiler was present to provide members with a
proposal for installing adult PIT tag readers in the fish ladder at the locks.  The proposal
was seeking $50,000 from interim mitigation funds and would be combined with $50,000
from WDFW and $25,000 from the City of Seattle and Army Corps of Engineers.

Chuck Johnson made a motion to recommend funding the proposal for installation of the
adult PIT tag readers in the fish ladder at the locks and Chuck Wischman second the
motion.  Members unanimously carried the motion.



3

VIII) Information and discussion items
Hatchery EIS update
Bruce briefly updated members as to the status of the FEIS for the hatchery program.

Hatchery Update – WDFW
Brodie informed members the hatchery met the egg take goal and released over 15
million fry so far, with the last releases planned for the first part of April.  He noted this
was accomplished despite the IHN outbreak.

Status of fieldwork for steelhead genetic project – WDFW
This item was not covered due to a lack of time.

Potential for moving April AFC meeting to April 9th

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

IX) Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 1:02 PM.


